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in gathering together before the same speaking tube, as it were, 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants, and has also 
succeeded in persuading them to speak through this tube." 



Twenty Centuries of Paris. By Mabell S. C. Smith. New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Co. 

The author has condensed into some 400 pages a great deal 
of useful information, for the most part well arranged and ad- 
mirably presented. The early history of Paris — that is, through 
the reign of Henry IV — is especially well treated and shows 
a thorough knowledge of early Parisian histories, notably of the 
collection in the Bibliotheque Nationale, from which alone a 
very complete history of both secular and parochial Paris could 
be written. From the accession of Louis XIII the author has 
been rather careless and hurried in places, so that the last half 
has somewhat the tone of a Baedeker. Though uneven, the 
book furnishes for both tourist and student material of interest 
and value, and is worthy of a place among the best popular 
histories of Paris. J. N. W. 



Van Cleve and His Friends. By Mary S. Watts. New York: The 
Macmillan Company. 

At a time when the sensational and the problematic run riot 
„n novel-making, it is comforting to find a new novel which is 
neither, a novel which is sound in its ethics and wholesome in 
its atmosphere and yet reveals real life in its true values. Such 
a novel is Mrs. Mary S. Watts's Van Cleve and His Friends, which 
appeared serially during the year in the Atlantic Monthly and 
which has recently been published in book form. Mrs. Watts 
gives her readers a picture of contemporary business and social 
life in Cincinnati and a very unglossed account of one phase of 
the Spanish- American War — that busy life which is incident to 
the fighting, but which takes place at a safe distance from the 
guns. The book does not depend for its interest upon intricacy 
of plot : for it is lacking in dramatic effect In fact, from the 
moment the climax is reached the denouement is apparent. 



